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of the seven or eight equally lofty ranges, which must he
crossed between Cachar and the Muneepoor valley: in Assam
we descend from this lofty barrier to a comparatively level
and well cultivated country,  where supplies are procurable,
and every step in advance insures improvement both in the
climate and country; from Muneepoor on the contrary, we
have again to overcome interposing mountains, and though
from the general excellence of the road they present but little
difficulty to light armed troops, they will ever add materially
to the fatigue, which laden cattle experience under such cir-
cumstances, and in the advance from Muneepoor we quit a
highly salubrious climate to  enter the pestiferous one of the
Kubo valley: during the cold-season, no apprehension need
probably be entertained of danger from this cause ; but if the
principal object of the campaign, the possession of Ava, could
not be effected in one season, there would be no alternative
but .to fall back again on Muneepoor, as it would be physi-
cally impossible to provision a force cantoned on the banks
of the Ningthee river, from the valley, during the rains; and
climate presents an obstacle still more insurmountable to the
force remaining in Kubo during that unhealthy period of the
year.

10th. If we regard the local resources of the several ad-
vanced positions of Assam, Muneepoor, Arracan, and Ran-
goon, or the comparative facility with which their own defi-
ciencies could be supplied from foreign sources, we shall find,
that in these instances, no less than in those already alluded
to, the balance preponderates greatly in favour of Arracan.

llth. In Assam, rice is extensively cultivated, and depots
might doubtless be formed from the produce of that valley
alone, for a considerable body of troops, were the sphere of
its operations not to extend beyond the mountainous barrier
on the south-east; but that great natural boundary once
passed, the base of operations becomes infinitely extended,
and a proportionate increase must inevitably take place in
the number of men employed upon it, for whom additional
supplies would be required; these it is true could be obtained
to any extent from the adjacent districts of Bengal, but they